TABI TABI USES Cheat Sheet
by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/48456/

Cheatography

R (&ZE) vsii
B ( &% ) —“when/ at the time” Main patterns
B¥ identifies a time, situation, or stage in which something happens. It  Deeper nuance: B puts a time/situation frame
does not inherently mean repetition. around the main action.
“At the time when X...” Pattern Example Meaning
V% + B T<8 when
going
Viz + B T 21z when |
B don't go
VIiE W + B Th%k when |
VB don't go
W-adj + BF i SR when
B busy
x-adj + & + B R B when
free
N+ O + B FHO when |
R was a
child

CARIZIT< B, EHEL T IZE V), Please contact me when you go to Japan.
BAICIT2 2B, RICAWEL =, When | went to Japan, | met him.
ELVKE, FWEBEFELEHEA. When I'm busy, | don't call much.

NOTE:

XBE > Y

It can describe:

one specific occasion

a repeated/general situation
a period of life

a condition/state

So B does NOT automatically mean “every time.”

LU (E) | =T
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U (E) | UK —“every time / whenever” 8 ( FWAH'L\ ) — “every time / every single O f#E vs =TIC

occasion”
Each time X happens / on every occasion that X B [El = every occasion / every single time They can both mean “every time,” but
occurs their structure and feeling differ.
The important idea is repeated occasions. It is a noun/adverb meaning every time, and it #8[8 Focuses on each occasion itself.

emphasizes that each occasion is included.

72T is not really “time” in the clock sense. It is

closer to: occasion / instance / occurrence

Pattern: V3 + 71=TFIC BEIREUEICTEE T, |gotothe
same restaurant every time.

N+ ®+ =TI =It emphasizes the frequency/consi-
stency.
BARLCTKEVIC, BEEZEY E T, Every #E, BZILET, I'mlate every time. 7=T*IZ Usually connects an event to
time | go to Japan, | take pictures. what happens as a result of that event.
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U (E) | =TI (cont)

=Literally, it's closer to: “On each occasion of HFEERUEZSVET, Hesays Whenever X happens - Y happens

traveling...” the same thing every time.

WICES T, TRICHEVET, Everytime HE, dYHFESTETWVWET, Thank TOIECT<ETIC, HILLREZHALET,

| see him, | feel better. you every time. / Thank you as always.  Every time | go to that restaurant, | try a new dish.
=This has a nice emotional nuance: It's almost So 7=T*IZ is especially useful when you want to
like X is a trigger for Y. show a repeated relationship between two events.
COMER<ETIC, BZ2BVHELET, Compare:

Every time | hear this song, | remember the

past.

=The song repeatedly triggers the memory. gE, HIZE2VWET, | meet him every time.

Focus = every occasion

WICESETIC, BULLBEVWET, Everytimel
meet him, | become happier.

Focus = meeting him — emotional change

Z&IC (#IC) All Main Uses

el (8BL)

O Core idea Z & IZ has one central image: “Take X as a separate unit, and consider/do something for EACH X.”

So the basic feeling is: X - X - X - X each X gets its own treatment/result

Depending on what X is, this produces different English translations: every; each; for each; per; at intervals of; from one X to another

USES

1.N+ Z & =“every / each 2.Number+ 3.V +Z¢&lE= 4.2&LC= 4AN+ZElC 5. Z&LCvsE 6.Z&IC often
N~ &L= “every time X “fromone Xto vsN+Zh¥ (FL) appears with
“every X” happens” another” h CHANGE
This is the most basic use. The This is the This is where Z & These are This is another
important idea is each interval use. (Z gets close to 7= similar but not  important
individual unit. TIZ. identical. distinction.
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Z&(C (#I2) All Main Uses (cont)

[0 The deeper meaning  each INSTANCE / each occurrence Z &2 - Focus: el - This is why you'll
Don't memorize: Z & (2 difference between changes often see: NC & I +
=every X units“If we look at each with each ES>/ZEhB/8BR
unit separately...” passing /"3
day.
=T'IC vs Z & (2 = Both can mean: every TnE¥h »Focus: indivi- #EH - =Because each unit
time But their mental images differ. duality. “Each one has its  describes has a different result.
own...” frequency

Instead memorize: < & 72Ul — each OCCASION of an event. It

(2 =EACHUNITIS focuses on the experience/occasion.
TREATED “whenever | experience X...”
SEPARATELY O

Z &2 - each INSTANCE / each occurr-
ence. It has a slightly more systematic /
objective / formal feeling. “with each X/ for
each X...”
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Z&(C (#I2) All Main Uses (cont)

TABI TABI USES Cheat Sheet

by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/48456/

=They're often interchan-
geable with verbs, but 7=T° I
is much more natural in
ordinary emotional/personal

speech.

ECEICERNE SHIERKR CoMEZRB IEIC, Il AZER AZElCERA  #8A. BF FIEICAQNR>-
W&E T, Prices LET, | WREBHNHVYET, Every ES It &S, Each BEMELE TVET, The
differ from store to  clean every time | watch this movie, | differs person has a ¥, |study population is
store. three days. discover something new. from different way of Japanese decreasing year by

person to thinking. every day. year.

person.
AZEIZEZBAN  Theintervalis It has a slightly more EZ &l =difference This simply "R EICEZFH-
EWET, Each  3days. So:3H systematic / objective / formal  E>S It between units describes EWET, Ways of
person has a +Z&ll=at feeling. differs frequency. thinking differ from
different way of every 3-day from generation to genera-
thinking. interval country to tion.

country.
B EICEAE BB &Ik Wi & AZTNEFNEZX  =This simply BZEICELSBEOT-
W&ETF, Culture  FRLET, | IZIES It FHES, describes WE T, It's getting
differs from take a break differs Everyone has frequency. colder day by day.
country to every hour. from their own way of
country. region to thinking.

region.
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Z&(C (#I2) All Main Uses (cont)

1OR—DTEICIRE &Il vs 12TFIC —emotional  =English doesn't necessarily sindiv BHZE&ICEEZELTWET, I'm
LET, ltakea nuance say “every region.” Instead, we  idu- improving day by day.

break every 10 naturally say: from region to ality

pages. region

100HZ &CRA > Compare: f{lC&5 =TI, =This comes from the idea: =This has a different feeling. It
RA"DZEET, You ELL7%B, Everytimelsee Region A * Region B # Region emphasizes: Day 1 » Day 2 - Day 3
get points for every him, | become happy. C Each unit has its own charac- — Day 4... and something changes
100 yen. teristics. with each passing day.

=Very natural and emotional.
Hlcadlell, BLLKA
%, Grammatically unders-
tandable, but it feels more

formal/literary.

~f=tlkh () vs ~BR ()

fe&l=h ="Justas X B#R = “At the exact moment X~ The BIG difference: ~Bi@ canbe  ~BEE vs ~BREC
happened, suddenly Y happened, Y happened.” (11 unexpectedness used as a noun
happened!” 5
Pattern: VIz + &£1zA (I2) Pattern: V7= + BfE ( (2) This is probably the B%fE = “instant  (Z emphasizes the point at
most important distin- / moment” which the event occurred.
ction.
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~fe&feh (C) vs ~BRME ((Z) (cont)

=It has a strong feeling
of suddenness /
unexpected change.

ReHieihA, BY
V) tho iz, The
moment | left the
house, it started
raining.

The image is: R#ZH 5
- 5 BOOM! - @§**

=You weren't necess-
arily expecting the rain.

N + BERS (1)

Here the focus is not necess-
arily surprise. It's about
pinpointing one extremely
precise moment in time.

Think: O X happened —~
THAT EXACT INSTANT

R7 &5 T B, A RS
HUT&E L, Atthe exact
moment | opened the door, a
cat jumped out.

BHEICE-S ZBEE. E<
752 fzo Atthe exact
moment | got on the train, |
became sleepy.

=This sounds like you're
emphasizing the precise
timing.

TABI TABI USES Cheat Sheet
by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/48456/

~Jz& fzA Usually, Yis
something that the speaker sees
as sudden or unexpected.

X Strange: BH#, 7HRICEE L&
Tch, BZEEVET, “Iwashmy
face suddenly the moment | wake
up every morning.”

Why strange? Because washing
your face is a planned, normal
action, not really a sudden occurr-
ence.

Instead:

B, BELELA, BENKRL
f=o The moment | woke up, the
phone rang.

=That's perfect because the phone
ringing feels like an event that

suddenly occurred.

ZTOBRE, AHrHNEY
LWERU 1z, Atthat
moment, | felt that

something was wrong.

ez R-RE, 7
EIC& 271z, The

moment | saw him,
| fell for him.

R BREC.
HWEIZE D7z, The
moment | saw him,
| fell for him.
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TABI TABI USES Cheat Sheet

~fe&feh (C) vs ~BRME ((Z) (cont)

R7ZBTI-EA, WHARTEL TE L, The moment | opened the door, a cat suddenly

jumped out.

=The cat's appearance is sudden/unexpected.

by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/48456/

B% @ Doesn't require that surprise.

BNEHLEBRE. BitzRl,

=The moment | woke up, | looked at the

clock.

EHRT vs &P

&% = 00 “in the middle
of the process / on the way”
B (&595 ) =halfway /
on the way / in the middle of a

process

VBNTWS + P T

The deeper idea is: You are
moving from START - - -
GOAL, and something happens
before you reach the goal.

So & focuses on the process
or journey.

& = 0O “right in the middle of the activity”

B = right in the middle of / in the midst of

The deeper idea: The activity is actively
happening RIGHT NOW, and something happens
during that activity. It's more like putting a [
around the middle of the action itself.

And usually, & (Z has a stronger feeling that

something interrupts or occurs during the activity.

Pattern N + @ + &H(Z

VTWLWa + &HIC

Compare with #

(585)

/= currently doing

X

& =right in the

midst of X,

highlighting an
event happening

*“While X was happening...”

during that whole period

[ throughout the period that X
often continues. Something happens
during that entire period or at

some point within it.

during it
Think of it as drawing a long
line:
REFTT, I'm A——B
eating. / I'm having a
meal.
AEHTY, I'm B~

working. / I'm at

work.

By jennilee

cheatography.com/jennilee/

Not published yet.

Page 7 of 14.

Last updated 23rd September, 2026.

Sponsored by ApolloPad.com
Everyone has a novel in them. Finish
Yours!

https://apollopad.com


http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/cheat-sheets/tabi-tabi-uses
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
https://apollopad.com

TABI TABI USES Cheat Sheet
by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/48456/

Cheatography

BT vs &P (cont)

FRAGTSEPT, KEIC- REOHZHIC. EFEIfDPIOTEL, ~&*P BARICVWAE, BAFEzMRL
£ =, | met a friend on the Right in the middle of the meal, | got a £, While | am in Japan, |
way to school. phone call. study Japanese.

Mental picture: R O - O =The meal is actively happening: The HEORPICEFEN K, A OO Japan stay = the time

- [ friend -~ O school phone interrupts it. phone call came right in the period

middle of my work.

=You haven't reached school &FEZL TVBHKFIC, ENERE I, - Japanese study happens
yet. Right in the middle of the meeting, an during that period.
earthquake happened.

MEzR23&EPT, BTL- =The meeting is currently in progress.
F£ 2 =, |fell asleep partway
through the movie.

You're talking about being MEZRTVWAEHFIC, BEFENB .
partway through the process. - Right in the middle of watching the
movie, the phone rang.

KEFHATVWRERT, BTLE2 =, |fell asleep partway through reading a book.
NOTE:

& can also mean “unfinished”

HENEHRTT, I'm partway through my work.

The hidden idea is: START - [i&#1]  FINISH

So #&H naturally connects with unfinished progress.

& doesn't necessarily mean halfway
RBEN & doesn't mean you're literally halfway through your meal.
It means: the meal is currently underway

So: & = “in the midst of’

B(dVWE) vs ~55(C

@ = O “throughout that period” S 5 = O “before that situation changes / while the opportunity still exists” 5 5IC PATTERNS

f = the whole period between Aand B 5 5I(C = while the current situation is still true / before it changes

By jennilee Not published yet. Sponsored by ApolloPad.com
cheatography.com/jennilee/ Last updated 23rd September, 2026. Everyone has a novel in them. Finish
Page 8 of 14. Yours!

https://apollopad.com


http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/cheat-sheets/tabi-tabi-uses
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
https://apollopad.com

Cheatography

B(HWE) vs ~S55IC (cont)

TABI TABI USES Cheat Sheet
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Something happens during that entire
period or at some point within it.

N+ O + /&

VTWa + &

FUVE, WALABZEIIHRE(BLSE
A)L 1=V, While I'm young, | want to try
various things.

You're describing the period of youth.

[@ doesn't have this “gradual change”
meaning

REELFELTVWSH, BEZEh TV,
— While | was talking with my friend, | forgot

about the time.

This simply describes the period.

0 NOW - [window of opportunity] - CHANGE W-adj+ 55I(C

“Do X while you still can / before the current N+®D+55I(

condition disappears.”
F-adj+ &% + 5512
V3/TWD +55I(C

EVWSBIC, WALWABZEZRBRRLEES AV

LYo It's better to experience various things while

you're still young.

You're young NOW - you won't stay young - do it

before that changes.

O This is why S 5 (C is extremely common with

things like:

Meaning @ “while still / before it changes” Another super-important difference: 5 5
can mean “without realizing it”

SNBVSBEIC, XELTLKEE, Please FELTWBES5(C, BEANfBETLE>-

write it down before you forget. 7=o While we were talking, time passed

before we knew it.

B<BEsBWSSEIC/YEL &S5, Let'sgohome The feeling is:

before it gets dark.

But: Meaning @: “while doing X, Y gradually happens”  [J[J talking... (O talking... CJOJ
talking..

REFEEFELTWVWESS5IC, RSB, Sometimes 5 5(Z doesn't mean that you intent- @ “Wait, it's already late?!”

— As we talked, we gradually became close. ionally take advantage of a limited opportunity.

=Here 5 5 (Z emphasizes the change that Instead: While X continues, Y naturally changes. That's very 5 5(Z.

happened during the process.
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B (V) vs ~55I(C (cont)
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HEZELTVSE, FXZ2EVTVE, -
While | was working, | listened to music.

Two actions coexist: [1 Work + [ Music

AARFZMBLTVWES 5L, BADOXLICEBRIK(E & S M)A HTE 1z, While

studying Japanese, | gradually became interested in Japanese culture too.

=You weren't necessarily thinking: “Before | stop studying Japanese, | need to become

interested in Japanese culture!”

Rather:

[0 Study Japanese ¢

[0 Study more |

00O Gradually - “Hmm, Japanese culture is interesting!”

=So 5 5IC can describe a natural change that happens while another state continues.

BAZZMELTWES5(C, BAEROFTENHEICK 2/, - While studying
Japanese, | gradually came to like Japanese music.

Y changed naturally while X continued.

~&4) (0Y)

Vic+&\V)

Meaning @ "X happened, and since then, the
expected next thing has not happened.”

The feeling is: X - [ STOP

&V vs 120 EYvs S55C EY vs FTFE
This is subtle. These can both involve time, but
their direction is opposite.
72+ = numerical/functional
limitation
& 1) = exclusivity / “just us
and nobody else” feeling
& V) ="“since then...” Viz + &) + negative
/ unchanged state
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~&VY) (1Y) ) (cont)

TABI TABI USES Cheat Sheet
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Z V) creates a feeling of an
unfinished continuation.

HEARIZT2EEY, B2TIH
L. He went to Japan and hasn't
come back since.

The important part isn't simply: He
went to Japan. It's: He went - [J
and that's where things stopped.
W SEBIENRELEY, @E K-
L\, She contacted me once, and
there has been nothing since.

"ONLY/JUST"N + &) =only N/
nothing except N

This use is close to % (1, but it has a
stronger feeling of “nothing/nobody
else.”

— A& ) just the two of us

SHIE—AZVTY, Today, I'm all
alone.

FHOZAICEL2EY, 22TV
7%\, | met them when | was a child,

and haven't seen them since.

[ Meeting = endpoint We met once,
and that was the last time.

—EZVYOAETT, Thisis the one
and only occurrence.

ZAEFTITEELE, Only
the two of us went.

Focus: Number = 2 (No more
than 2)

ZAEVTITEERL £, Just
the two of us went. / We went
alone, just the two of us.

This has a stronger feeling of:
Two people together, with
nobody else around.

JZF = only / just / as much as

The fundamental idea: X is
the limit. Nothing beyond X.

KiZGFER&EL 1z, | only
drank water.

The limitation is: Water v
Food X Coffee X Other things
X

_nEFTY, That'sall

Very literal feeling: This - and

nothing more.

—EEF2WEL . | met
him only once.

BARIZIT2 &Y, B2TC
%\\s - He went to Japan
and hasn't come back since.
The speaker looks: PAST —
NOwW

=Something happened, and
the situation has remained
unchanged.

3 5(C = “before then...”

BRIZVWESS5IZ, RITLE
Wo - | want to travel while
I'm still in Japan.

The speaker looks: NOW —
FUTURE

This situation will eventually
change.

=@/ happened — then nothing
changed afterward

& V) = [0 after an event

BFREASHATEEY, IF2-
T2 W, My son went out this
morning and hasn't come back.
BEFHTIT22EWE,
and hasn't come back.

He left

~IERXE

=A state remains unchanged

EF = O remaining in a state

R7ZFRTIZEEEL, - |slept
with the door left open.
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~&4) (1Y) ) (cont)

This feels more like: This is the one and only occurrence. This simply means: 1 time, not 2 or 3.

So —E Z V) often has a stronger sense of uniqueness / no second chance.
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